Introduced by Council Members Schellenberg, Crescimbeni, Carter, Dennis and Gulliford:

ORDINANCE 2015-835
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM (90 DAYS) ON LATE FEES FOR MEDALLION RENEWALS PERTAINING TO VEHICLES FOR HIRE PURSUANT TO Section 220.217, ORDINANCE CODE; providing that the moratorium remain in effect from enactment until March 31, 2016; REQUESTING ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance Code Section 220.217, annually before the last day of the month in January 1, every vehicle for hire permit and medallion is renewed; and 


WHEREAS, the annual fee for the medallion renewal is $100, plus a $10 late fee per month extra for late renewals; and 


WHEREAS, the City Council has empaneled a Vehicles for Hire Special Committee to address the Transportation Network Companies (“TNC”) and regulating the TNC companies in Jacksonville; and 


WHEREAS, a number of pieces of legislation are being considered by the Jacksonville City Council and the Special Committee on Vehicles for Hire has been charged with reviewing the legislation and making a recommendation before March 31, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, the medallion renewal according to Chapter 220 will occur prior to the March 31, 2016; and 


WHEREAS, in the July 2014, opinion from the Office of General Counsel, all drivers providing rides for pay or donations using a phone application and their personal vehicle in Duval County are governed by Chapter 220, Ordinance code; and 

WHEREAS, in an attempt to fairly regulate all vehicles for hire, the City of Jacksonville desires to place a 90 day moratorium on the medallion renewal and late fees, inspection and application process, which date shall be March 31, 2016; now therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Findings and Statement of Intent.

(a)
The above recitals are hereby adopted as the Council’s Findings of Fact; and

(b) The Council will be undertaking a review of the City’s current laws governing Vehicles for Hire and the City’s medallions and permits and the City’s regulation of TNCs pursuant to Chapter 220, Ordinance Code.


Section 2.

Temporary Moratorium Imposed.  The Council hereby imposes a temporary moratorium on the collection of payments on any medallion payment and late fee thereon pursuant to Section 220.217, Ordinance Code.  This moratorium shall apply to all applications for medallion required to be renewed by the last day of January 2016 until after March 31, 2016.

Section 3.

Duration of Moratorium.  This moratorium shall remain in effect from enactment until March 31, 2016. 
Section 4.

Requesting One Cycle Emergency Passage Pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. One cycle emergency passage of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that the time frame for renewing the permit and medallion to avoid a late fee is January 31.
Section 5. 
Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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